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Dear FDS Parents,
It’s a new year! And thankfully, each new year brings new opportunities to rejoice, reflect and reimagine.
And my, oh, my, 2022 already has caused FDS to look at its 3 R’s . We ended 2021 with a huge challenge
to face with staffing our 4th-grade classroom that has persisted into this new year. As much as we might
want to leave the old behind or yearn for what was, we must face the challenge head on and move to
higher ground for our future’s sake. The prophetic words of Martin Luther King, Jr. say it best:

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
We are being challenged to SOAR more at FDS. I am committed to helping our school do that, even
though I will helm the school just until the end of this school year. Rejoice in what we’ve accomplished,
Reflect on how we can improve, and Reimagine the possibilities for how we can be and do even more!
SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS – Please remember to send your emails to the school at only
fds@friendshipcharlotte.org or rharrison@friendshipcharlotte.org. Please only call the school office at
704-391-6680 (Ms. Jones) or 704-391-6672 (Ms. Harrison). Otherwise, we will not receive your
communication to us in a timely way.
PARENT VOLUNTEERS AND VISITORS SIGN-IN PROCEDURE – We have reinstated a sign-in procedure for
parents who volunteer at the school - for Parent Group (FDSPG) programs, for example, or other
reasons. Signing in and out is not required if there already is another sign-in system in place (for
Before/After School, conferences, tardy arrivals, early-pick-up, special school programs and activities,
etc.) When arriving to volunteer, please be sure to sign in and sign out on the appropriate clip board on
the table near the doors as you enter and leave the school. Also, volunteers MUST be fully vaccinated
and show proof of it.
COVID AND THE DELTA AND OMICRON VARIANTS – Since the Omicron variant has been upon us, I hear
every day about more and more people I know that are contracting Covid. As you’ve heard, the Omicron
variant spreads extremely rapidly. Unfortunately, more and more children are being affected because
most children are not vaccinated. It’s reported that vaccinated people contracting Covid seem to have
milder symptoms, but the survival rate for unvaccinated persons is worse.
If you wish to get your child vaccinated, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is having a Vaccine Event
on Saturday, January 8th, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm for children and adults to get their 1st or 2nd dose (for ages
5-11) and 3rd dose (for ages 12 and older). You may make an appointment or walk in. SEE the attached
flyer for all the information.
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM – We’ve all heard jokes about or experienced lunchtime food horror stories.
I always had wonderful school lunches in my day. When I was training to become a principal, I was
assigned to lunchroom duty at a middle school. I don’t know how the kids ate what was passing for
food… yuck! I’ve noticed that some of our FDS scholars are picky, finicky eaters. Some scholars eat the
school lunches daily; other parents pick and choose to send a lunch based on the menu. And other
parents, for various dietary reasons, may only send lunches from home. FDS, our food service provider
and FMBC want our parents’ feedback about the existing FDS lunch program. Stay tuned for a poll we’ll
send to capture your input.
As always, I’m grateful for our FDS Families. Thank you for your continued support and involvement!
Love and Blessings,
Renee Harrison

